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of blackmail. How had they decided ? In answer to the Clerk
of Arraigns, the foreman said, " Not guilty." Immediately
the packed Court burst into loud cheering, which was taken
up again and again, and which the ushers found it impossible
to repress. Outside, there was being enacted an amazing
scene. From Newgate Street across the wide front of the Old
Bailey to a point beyond Sea Coal Lane a crowd some four
thousand or five thousand strong had gathered, and, as soon
as the yerdict reached them, the people gave a great shout
and at once made a rush for the main door to greet Mr.
Sievier as he came out. The police were quite unable to deal
with the situation. Even Mr. Sievier was afraid of so intense
and violent a popularity, and he escaped in his fine carriage
by a side door in Newgate Street. But he was at once recog-
nised, and the crowd ran after his carriage and surrounded it,
cheering madly. When Rufus Isaacs emerged, the anti-
Semite mob gave him a tremendous reception, shouting
" For he's a jolly good fellow." Moreover, for a full twenty
minutes they refused to move away, and continued their
jubilations. For Carson the scene must have evoked many
memories and reflections. He remembered the murderous
crowd at Mitchelstown : the loud rejoicings after the Wilde
trial; and here were four or five thousand Anglo-Saxons
going mad with joy because of the acquittal of a journalist
of the Turf. Moreover, the almost unprecedented scene out-
side the Old Bailey called forth reflections and misgivings
of a general nature : this was more like the exuberance of a
Roman mob in the time of the decadence than the traditional
behaviour of the English public.  The best forensic and
highest judical talent had been expended for days in deter-
mining a private dispute of a not very elevated character
which was of little or no consequence, except from the aspect
of blackmail, to the community ; and here were the people
cheering as if a Waterloo had been won. " We are rapidly
becoming," said The Times in a leading article, " the most
emotional of people ;  and one of the most mischievous
forms of uncontrollable feeling is an outburst of enthusiasm,
or, it may be, the opposite, as to someone on his trial To-
day it may be for the innocent: to-morrow for the guilty."